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My Opinion on Hybbard’s Article Saudi Arabia’s Agreement to Let Women Drive

Ben Hybbard wrote an article on September 26, 2017, in The New York Times, which provided details about the lifting of the policies that prohibited women from driving in Saudi Arabia. Saudi. The Kingdom stated that it will give women a chance to drive and that marked the end of a longstanding policy which acted as the global symbol of women oppression.  According to Hybbard (2017), the changes will start in June 2018, and it was announced in a royal decree that was anchored on state television as well as media events in Washington.  Such decision gave more light on the damages that ban on women driving has a contribution to the international image and reputation of Saudi Arabia.  According to Fatuma a Saudi Arabian quit studying at NDNU in Belmond City, the new policy will enhance the economy of the country through the increment of women participation in places of work.  The article asserted that most women spend a lot of money to hire drivers while others must convince male relatives to drive them to their workplaces.  

The millstone got jubilant receptions from the social media and local communities.  Amena Bakr who was a Saudi energy analyst stated that the new policy was a massive factory for women in the Kingdom. In California, a student from Saudi Arabia origin and interest parties celebrated the new policy and described it an unusual step towards a great direction. They recalled that in June 2011, 40 women drove in several cities in protest against the arrest of Manal Sharif. The reason for her 24 hours apprehension was that she posted a video of herself driving.  Another woman was arrested and subjected to 10 lashes sentence even though the King overturned it. However, she was forced to sign a statement guaranteeing the government that she will never drive. 


In October 2013, 60 women protested in the streets of Saudi Arabia and drove their cars irrespective of warnings from the Kingdom’s authority. They were objecting claims by clerics that driving affected ovaries of women. In response, 150 clerics undertook a demonstration around the royal palace and claimed that they had scientific evidence. Besides, the ministry gave warning against gatherings that were pretexted as driving campaigns.  According to the article, adult women also were required to obtain permission from a male guardian to travel or exit prison.  Besides, women faced difficulty while conducting transactions such as leasing apartments and filing legal claims. Zahra, a 25-year-old student of Saudi Arabian origin in NDNU claimed that they were not only prohibited from driving but also had to live in the borders of boxes contrasted by husbands and male guardians.

Fawziah al-Bakr who was a Saudi University professor that was among 49 women who protested against the ban in 1990 said that the new policy was amazing.  In such incident, women that drove in Riyadh were arrested, and some of them lost their jobs.  Fauzia, a Saudi Arabian quit studying at NDNU in Belmond City affirmed that she do not support heresy in the article that allowing women to drive would encourage promiscuity and collapse of families in Saudi Arabia.  Besides, she has never had any scientific evidence associating driving with the effect of women ovaries.  Similarly, Aziza applauded right groups and activists in Saudi Arabia that had long campaigns to ensure that the ban was overturned even though she quitted Saudi Arabia and went to Belmont City. However, she regreted the ordeals of victims like Loujain Hathloul were arrested in 2014 as they attempted to drive from United Arabs Emirates and were subjected to 73 days jail term.
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